This paper consists of a reference list of bacterial species for which deoxyribonucleic acid base compositions are known. Culture-collection strain numbers have been included wherever possible. The compilation may also provide a basis for the inclusion of these data into species descriptions.
INTRODUCTION
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) base compositions are becoming widely used in taxonomy and it is already evident that there is a need to include such data into future species descriptions. The more recent reviews (e.g. Sueoka, 1961 ; Marmur, Falkow & Mandel, 1963;  De Ley, 1964) omitted references to specific strains, whilst many reports of bacterial DNA base compositions have appeared since the last detailed review (Belozersky & Spirin, 1960) . A survey of the literature to the end of 1965 shows that DNA base compositions have already been reported for about 400 differently named species. Moreover, about half the entries in the present compilation of data from the literature refer to strains deposited in various culture collections.
The index is arranged as follows. In the first column the genera are arranged alphabetically and the species alphabetically within their genera. Generic and specific epithets used in the original papers are retained and synonyms quoted by the authors are given in parenthesis. The only exceptions are: 'Diplococcus' is included in Streptococcus; ' Coxiella' in Rickettsia; and ' Staphylococcus roseus ' and ' Staphylococcus afermentans ' are transferred to Micrococcus. In the second column Culture Collection numbers or other strain identification symbols are given wherever possible. Reference to the technique used for the determination of the base composition is given in the third column. The base compositions, expressed as moles yo of guanine+cytosine (yo GC, hereafter) of the moles of total bases, are listed in column 4. Finally, the fifth column contains numerical references to the original papers. The references are arranged alphabetically and are numbered, these numbers being used in the index.
A graphical representation of the data is given in Figs. 1 and 2 which include only those genera for which a t least two species or strains have been investigated for DNA base compositions. In the figures, the genera are arranged following the classification in Bergey's Manual (1957) . Those genera which are not listed in the Manual are placed after the genus they most closely resemble. Index to D N A base compositions of bacteria Index to DNA base compositio?zs of bacteria Index to DNA base compositions of bacterin 
